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FAFSA Contributor

A contributor is anyone who is asked to provide information on an applicant’'s FAFSA

¢ &

' The spouse of a
The student's Abiological or remarried parent who is

The student spouse (if

applicable) adoptive parent on the FAFSA--the

stepparent

The 2024-2025 FAFSA is student driven, so that means the student's answers on their section
will determine who will be a contributor (in addition to the student). Students will need the
contributor’s name, date of birth, Social Security Number (SSN), and email address to invite
them to complete the required portion of the FAFSA. Contributors will need to provide personal
and financial information on their section of the FAFSA.

If a dependent student's parents are unmarried and living together, both parents will be
contributors, will need to have separate FSA IDs, and need to provide consent. Dependent
students whose parents filed their U.S. income tax return as Married Filing Jointly only require
one parent contributor to complete the FAFSA. If the student's parents filed separately, both
parents will be considered contributors and therefore need separate FSA IDs, and both must
provide consent.

If an independent student is married and filed separately, both individuals are contributors,
must have FSA IDs, and must provide consent for the student to be eligible for Title IV aid.

EVERYONE (students, spouses (if applicable), and parents) will need to Consent to Retrieve
and Disclose Federal Tax Information (FTI) on the FAFSA for federal student aid eligibility. This
consent will allow the IRS to share FTI.

IMPORTANT: If a required contributor refuses to provide their information and consent and
approval, the FAFSA form will be incomplete, and the student will be ineligible for federal
student aid.

IMPORTANT: An applicant's FAFSA will be deleted after 45 days of inactivity, so if the
contributor does not respond or the applicant makes no adjustments to the FAFSA after a 45
day period, the FAFSA will be deleted.



Determining a Parent Contributor and
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FAFSA Contributors Must Create an FSA ID

An FSA ID allows your contributors
to access and sign the FAFSA.
Provide Personal
Go to Information (enter Contril?utor I.S any indiviudal required
StudentAid.gov and to provide a signature and consent on
click “Create the FAFSA form. To access, create, or
submit an online FAFSA, contributors
must create an FSA ID. A student's
Contributor is:
m Bjological or Adoptive Parent
B Parent's Spouse-Stepparent
® Student's Spouse (if 2022 tax
returns were filed separately)

your name, date of
birth, and Social
Security number).

Account.”

Do you have a SSN?

Complete Account Set-
Up (provide a
username, email, and
password)

Enter Mailing Address
and Phone Number

Set-Up Communication
Preference

Select Challenge
Questions

Confirm and Verify
Information Provided

Create Two-Step
Verification

1. Set-Up Authenticator App

2. Save Your BackUp Code

Identity
Confirmed?

You're Ready for the
FAFSA

You will receive an email from
FSAIC with instructions to
provide documentation to
have your identity verified

Can take 1-3 Days
Contat FSAIC 1-800-433-3243

Complete Identity Verification
by answering knowledge
based questions

Create Two-Step Verification
1. Set-Up Authenticator App
2. Save Your BackUp Code

Confirm and Verify
Information Provided

Check off the Box, "I

don't have a SSN" to

continue without an
SSN

Complete Account Set-
Up (provide a
username, email, and
password)

Provide a Mailing Address (this
is required to verify your
identity). Provide U.S. based
mobile phone number if you
reside in the U.S

Set-Up Communication
Preference

Select Challenge
Questions
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